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~2/ 503 Photo of t he N

N

fiParatroopers jump off rubber rafts in a combat crossing of the Song Be River in D Zone, some 30 miles northeast of Sajgo
Vietnam on Sept. 30, 1966The 173rd Airborne Brigade began Operation Sioux City with several helicopter assaultBoats
followed the troops and an hour later A Gmpany of the 2nd Battalion/173rd Airborne Brigade headed north across the 150

feet wide,fast flowing river, in rubber boats with outboard engines under cover of machine guns and air strikes.
(AP Photo/Horst Faas)
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. P ayhe we are just at parade rest,
C h a p I a I n O S C mrk gti néed help. dyou know for every
10 menin the average U.S. church (a) 9 will have kids
We Are Ca”ed B who leave the church, (b) 8 Wilot find ther jobs
satisfying, (c) 6 willgyonly themonthly minimum on
credit cards, (d) 5 will have a major problem with
pornography, (e) 4 will have a divorce affecting

1,000,000 childremverall and (g) all 10 will struggte
balance familyandwork.**

Step back with me for a moment -_.g
'y R f S dafitie wotdsd 2 2™
few, we happy few, we band of ==
0 N2 (i KRedalhtldey come from
a play penned by William Just maybe we are being called to make a difference in
Shakespeare (Kirigenry V), and our homes and in our community. Andeas the time
0KS LJ2NIA 2|yoft@ns QNB dZap)\ y 3 grows short, what does that mean to me and you?
NEFSNNBER (2 a GKS a{dGd® / NRa& LJS;/ a .
518 {LISSOK®E C¢KAA SNAGAYS él s SrP P V@l"&ﬂi 5 dé‘Y Ayiz
hundred years after the battle between the French and WS w'SXa 2dzi 1 AY
British at Agincourt (1415). | believe it is a great Dora SX1y2 yg K 2 o u 2 2 T FTSNI / KN
I

example for leadership. Agmthe speech is fiction. So :5 2 65 )51 o K lL u 2 dZN‘],, Yé y A é
whether you and | are at Agincourt, in Vietham, .hult\jl;i}?e’P gSX L‘]f FeSNJ Ay GKS 3

Afghanistaror Lexington, KY, there is a calling on our

lives.a! yR L KSINR GKS @2A0S 2 fb %a%ed;ﬁatﬁ tN@%ueéti'brPcén%?o%wnztdﬂlﬁsy

shall | send, and who will go for us? Then | said, Here |

e . S0 , whoAd o0SAy3a OFffSRK ' YR K:
am! { Sy R 1848:® §he question is whether we will
go? G2 S TeShap‘pr few,
One of my &vorite writers is John Maxweldnd he 7] S )/ R 21 . N2 U
deals with leaders, their calling and their response. One  « pr. jonn Maxwell, www.johnmaxwell.com
of my favorite stories deals, as | recall, with a football ** Dr. Pat Morley, www.maninthemirror.org
team that is in big time troble. The football has been | ° & &
1AO1 SR 2FF G2 GKSY FyR GksdOSF2He! QU Kl x> kP Q@S

Been onqng with'a Marihe WOun%ed arrior group

the ball very much. When the team goes back into the called Semper Fi Outdoor Gegy here in western PA.

huddle they are penalized over and over for getd

game LGdQa | 3INBI G I._JN\E.EINJ-YZ (]_2[]I-1
' Jones, USMC (Ret) conducts it at his campground in the

You and | are in the bleachers and we yell dawn PA wilderness. He takes-20 young wounded warriors

& 2 K | tlie @natter with you guys, you are still in the 5 or 6 times a year for a week to help prepare them for

KdzRRTHeyyellbackd ¢ KA & Aa (GKS INBYragslie/§ i2s @FPAEHEN) EATSO 1S

seen. What a group! The best fellowship! Some players airborne troops. He has a whole cadre of volunteers
have memorized the playboakhundreds? ¥ LJWe& & H ¥ho work with these kids all week long coaching them
yelld 2 K&y GRizgetonlineandplé G KS 3 Y S Aaw to plan and get their life back on track. They are
Theyyellbacki 2 K& aKz2dzZ R 68K 2§ &lindhg (hedigashpardegging periodgo with many
b2 2y$§ 3S0a KdNI Ay (KS KdzRifers@nike lastday to give them mock interviews as
practice. The program has been in effect for 4+ years
Question: Am |, are you, are we, or is our Chapter in a and has served about 900, mostly Marines and their
Kl LIl KdzZRRf SK¢ 52 ¢S Yy SO fMiied, in 81 desBiohrsi witR betweeKEH KLIERR f 4SS &
FLILX & oKIG 6SQ@S falldddM®R YR gKFEdG gSQNB O
LGQ&a 6KIG KFELWLSya TSN 6K 30helpxR reackibers withihis niessgge.sendme
what you,your Chapter or otheVets are doing in this
ConsiderthiX ¢ . S &a0NRYy3 GA0GK OKSgalliThaBky' 30K / KNR &
Je_sus giveyou. For you must teach others those Rev. Jack Kelley, LTC (Ret)
things you and many others have heard me speak  gomer co. A/2/503 RVN

about. Teach these great truths to trustwthry JackTKelley@aol.com -
T‘?ir:nvgrlﬁzwm, in tum, pass them on to othets 2/503dVIETNAMNewsletter / September2012; Issue45
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Three USsoldiers
killed in Afghanistan
Identified

Stars and Stripes
Published: July 26, 2012

GRAFENWOHR,
Germany d Three U.S.
soldiers from sister
infantry battalions in Italy
who were killed in enemy
attacks in Afghanistan
during the p ast week have
been identified.

Spc. Justin L. Horsley, 21,
of Palm Bay, Fla., and Pfc.
Brenden N. Salazar, 20, of
Chuluota, Fla., were killed
July 22 in Pul E Alam
when enemyforces

Justin Horsley, 1/503 attacked their unit

with an improvised
explosive device,
according to the
Department of Defense.

Pfc. Adam C. Ross, 19, of
Lyman, S.C., was killed by
small arms fire in an
attack two days later in
Wardak province,
according to a depart-
ment news release.

The three soldiers were
Brenden Salazar, 1/503 with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade Combat Team,
which cased its colors
in mid -June for a nine-
month deployment to
Logar and Wardak
provinces. The 173rd is
based in Vicenza ltaly,
and commands
subordinate units in both
Italy and Germany.

Adam Ross, 2/503

A memorial ceremony was heldat the chapel on
Caserma Ederle honoring all three soldiers.
Horsl ey and Salazar were
1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment; Ross was
part of the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment.

The 173rd has lost 82 soldiers in four deployments
to Afghanistan and one to Irag since 2003.

They Fought Together,
They Died Together,

They Came Home Together

r

ta=3

fi T h emains of Army Spc. Justin L. Horsley were flown
into Melbourne International Airport on Saturday
morning. Members of the Army National Guard Honor
Guard salute before removing the flagdraped casket from
p |(Rik dessefldrida Today

t he

fiMembers of the receiving party retire to their limousine
after the coffin was removed from the planed

(Rik Jesséflorida Today
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Solemn crowd greets fallen
soldier as he returns home

By Ron Barnett

Staff Writer

GreenvilleOnline.com

NNXA SR

t TOd ! RI'Y w2aa |

this afternoon.

AN T e

The body of Upstate soldier, Pfc. Adam Ross returned to
Greer Thursday afternoon. Ross was killed last weekn
Afghanistan. (Ken Osburn/ Staff)

The Byrnes High School graduate, killed in
Afghanistan last week, was flown via military charter to
GreenvilleSpartanburg Airport.

His arrival was greeted by more than 100 who
watched solemnly from behind a chain link fence as the
flag-draped casket was taken from the jet and carried to
a waiting hearse, as his grieving family watched in
silence.

The hease, along with family cars, was escorted by
police and about 60 members of the Patriot Guard
motorcycle group to Wood Mortuary in downtown
Greer.

Along the way, hundreds lined the streets, saluting,
holding flags and signs of support.

Burial wasat Wood Memorial Gardens on Gap Creek
Road in Lyman.

Ross, 19, was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, according to the Department of Defensée had
been stationed at Vicenza, Italy, sincet l8eptember.

He had been in Afghanistan three weeks, his family has
said.

Ross was killed in Wardak province with wounds
suffered when he encountered small arms fire,
according to the Department of Defense.

K2

In Memory of
Joseph Ross
Franklin -

R

Juby 16, 2928 - JWySLBIROAZ ¢ . ‘

Col. Joseph Ross Franklin, PhD, USA (Ret), 84, of
Pensacola, died Waesday, July 18, 201 home.

Col. Franklin was born July 11, 1928 in Honolulu,
Hawaii to Daniel Franklin and Frances Ross Franklin.
He attended and graduated from U. S. Military Acade
at West Point in 1950Col. Franklin served in Korea,
where he was wounded, and thteers of duty in
Vietnam including as Assistant Brigade Commander ¢
the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sephle was a recipient of
the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star and Purp
Heart, retiring from the U. S. Army after thirty years of
service. Col. Franklin received his PhD in Foreign
Relations from the American Universityle was a
member of the Legion of Valor and an active memiber
Holy Spirit Catholic ChurchCol. Franklin was
preceded in death by his daughter, Victoria Goanth
his sister, Bzabeth Ewy.Survivors include his wife,
Nancy Franklin of Pensacola; son, Daniel Franklin of
Pensacola; daughter, Jennifer Kellen and husband Jo
Corpus Christi, TX; granddaughter, Emmalee Noel
Gough and sister, Dianne Payr®e memorial nass was
held at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, with internmest
Barrancas National Cemetamjth full military honors.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be madsg
for Masses at Holy Spirit Catholic Church for our
wounded veterans and active duty naaa wanen.
Condolences may be offeredvatw.oaklawnfunerals.com

—h

e

el of

The Colonel with his bride, Nancy.
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Our Legacy Will Continue

By Steve Welch
C/2/503d

e are part of a
special groupf
soldiers who

Our feats are still talked
about today and
remembered by other
military members across |
America.

Steve one month before 875

| had to go © the Naval

Language Institutedse in MontereyCalifornia to get
some papers filled outAs | was walking around with
my wife looking for the place | had goand, of course
couldn't findit. | spotted this guy and figured I'd ask
directions.

| had my 173dhat on with the combat jump wings
attached to it. Approaching him he kind of gave me a
weird look...one of awel asked him where it was bd
to go to find this building.He asked me if | was in
Junction City? said yesand he said what about Hill
8757 | also said yesHe then told mene had been
attached to the 173d as one of his

airborne infantry stops, since he was

also attachedat one ime to theg2™

Airborne as well as the 182irborne

in his 12 year career as a major and had

also made the jump in Iraq.

| was surprised when he said he was a
Major because he didn't look that old,
or maybe my eyes are just ol#Vith

each of s questions and clearly out of g
NBEaLSOis KS g¢g2dzZ R

He then proceeded to tell mthat out of B
all the Airborne uits he served withthe g5
173dwas the one he liked the best
because of its storied historyHe said
when he first caménto the 173d he
heard about the jump, Battle of the
Slopes and thedtle of Hill 875 and ho
high we ofthe 2ndBattalionhadset the
bar for those in the BrigadeHe said everyone he
served wih wanted a chancéo fill their boots with the
same carrage, honor and spirit we showed in those
battles.

While he was talking | felt humbled by his words and
very proudof being part of the history of ouBattalion.
The respect he was showing me was very moving and
appreciated.We walked to the building ahthen talked
for quite a few more minutes as he kept asking me
more questions about what took place and how proud
he was to be a member of the 173dcould see he
wished he had hours to talk to me, but he was already
really late for his class.

As we pated company he said it was a privilege to meet
one of the men he had heard so much abautd as he
shook my hand he grasped it with his other hand and
told methank you He walked farther away and was
almost into the buildingvhen he unexpectedlgtopped
and wavedand | did the same.

If you thirk what we accomplished in Vietm will be
forgotten, it won't; and the stories are still being told
and will continue to be passed along to evargmber
who wears the 173gatch on his arm.

Side Note:|l was reently at the VA hospital in Palo Alto
getting my travel payThis gy is reading my shirt,
which displays th@nd Battalion and the 173patch
along with Hill 875 and the year 196The guy tells my

wife..d , 2dz0 @S 320 @2 dz2NEASHEs 2y S
GSNE fdzO1@& KS YIRS AlG ol O
Airborne!

Survivors of Hil 875, Dak To.A few lucky hell of a guys.
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Who Dat?

This photo of a troopdaking 5and keepig up on

current events in the middle of a war, appeared in last
mont hds issue of our news|
A/2/503d, would return to Vietnam for a second tour as

a chopper pilot.

LT Gus Vendetti.
Terry yYi&WobDavi s
A/2/503d

Sure looks like-----

That's a picture of Gus Vendetti, XO of A/2/503d, on
page 48August issue) It would have been about
September 1966 can't remember date exactly. | took
the pic and converted it from a slide recently. Jack
Kelley was our Company @omander then. Notice how
Gus is sitting on his upsiedown helmet, as we all did in
those days. Regards,
Bob Guy
A/HHC/2/503d

Yep . Thatdéds our very own Mr.
photo of the lad, t a k e nwhénnrhe, 8iD Bose(also
A/2/503) and this editor returned to Vietham and humped
into the #ADO Zone | Zuwffom t
Operation Silver City. A killer of a hump for three old

guys. The jungle tried, EHut it d
1 e S (= ?&

(0]

Nevegiveupé never slurrender -

2013TRICARE Prime
Enrollment Fees

Anhoundéd °°°

FALLS CHURCH, Va.i The fiscal year 2013
TRICARE Prime enrollment fees for uniformed service
retirees and their families go into effect Oct. 1, 2012.
The Prime enrollment fees for 2013 are $269.28 for
retirees, an®538.56 for retirees and their family
members.

Vendetti,

Survivors of active duty deceased sponsors and
uniformed services medically retired service members
and their dependents are exempt from annual fee
increases.Their enrollment fee is frozen at the rate in
effect when they were

classified and enrolled

in TRICARE Prime. N
Their fee remains R ™
frozen as long as there
: TRICATR E®

is no break inheir
TRICARE Prime enrollment.

As always, active duty service members and their
families have access to TRICAREiIme with no
enrolliment fee.

The 2013 fees are based on the cost of living adjustment
retirees received in 201Z'he adjustment was applied to
the $260 (individual) and $520 (family) 2012 Prime
enrollment feesBecause of this, most retirees who were
enrolled in Prime prioto Oct. 1, 2011, will see a more
sighflidafltSnkrbdse since el EnPofimefit fe fefh&ifled
at the 2014evels of $230 and $460 per year.

Ben&fitigries'cdn opf € bl their enroliment fee

imgqm#yt qu%r%’eréyt_or ghnu IyBefor_e depiding to_ pay
annually, leneficiaries should keep in mind that in most
cases enrollment fees are arafundable, and

Congressional changes to fees in the 2013 budget could
occur.For this reason, itos r
beneficiaries pay their enrollment fee monthly or

quarterly. To learn more about TRICARE Prime

enrollment fees, please visitvw.tricare.mil/costs

Sign up for TRICARE email updates at
www.tricare.mil/subscriptions.

Connect with TRICARE on Facebook and Twitter at
www.facebook.com/tricareand
www.twitter.com/tricare
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Notable Sky Soldiers
The Good, and Not
so Good

The 173I's service, particularly in Vietnam, has been
featured several times in popular cultufidne most
prominent of these is the 2006 single released by the
country music du@ig & Rich, entitled '8 Novembet.

The song was based on the story dédlHarris, a
member of the 1st&talion, 178 Airborne Brigade
during Operation HumpOn 1 July 2006, a

documentary inspired by the song and based on the
brigade's actions during the operation premiered on the
GAC Channel

Captain Willard a
fictional character
portrayed by Martin
Sheen in the 1979 film
Apocalypse Noywwvas
a member of the 113
assigned to Military
Assistance Command,
Vietnam Studies and
Observations Group.
He was depicted as
being in "the 505th battalion”, although no sumit was
ever part of the 148 Throughout the movie, he wears
the Vietnamera, mustard yellow, "subdd" shoulder
sleeve insigniavorn by 1731 paratropers on their
jungle fatiguegduring the Vietnam Warln the 1987
movie Lethal Weaponthe patch worn bfpanny
Glovers fictional characteRoger Murtaughduring a
retrospective of his timm Vietnam was that of the 1@3
Airborne Brigade.In the 1998 movid he Siege
fictional Major General William Devereauglayed by
Bruce Willis, states that he was in the #78irborne
Brigade at the same time that character Anthony
Hubbard was in th82nd Airborne Division

Numerous servicemen from the H73nostly from the
Vietnam era, gained notability after their military careers
ended. These includeongressmeBuncan Hunteand
Charlie NorwoodArchbishopof BaltimoreEdwin
FrederickO'Brien Deputy Secretary of the Treasury
Robert M. Kimmitt business owndBarney Visser
activistStan Goff andSergeant Major of the Army

Gene C. McKinney

ARBORNE

Congressman Duncan Hunter
DuncanHunter was born in
Riverside, Californido Lola L.

(née Young) and Robert Olin
Hunter. He graduated from
Rubidoux High Schoadh Riverside
in 1966. He attended the Universit
of Montana from 1966 to 1967, ang
then briefly the University of
California, Santa Barbara, before being commissioned
into theUnited States Armyn 1969. He served irBouth
Vietnamfrom 1970 to 1971 during théietnam Warin

the Army Rangers75th Ranger Regimenattached to
the 173 Airborne Brigade He participated in 24
helicopterassaultsas well as in a smatlumber of night
time reconnaissanggatrols. He held the rank dfirst
Lieutenant and was awarded tiB¥onze StarAir

Medal and service ribbons such as Yfietham Service
Medal He has said)l didn't do anything special in the
U.S. Army, but | served with very special soldiers | will
never forget."

Charles Norwood

Norwood served as@aptainin
theUnited States Arm§yrom 1967
to 1969, beginning with an
assignment to the U.S. Army
Dental Corps &Sandia Army Base
in Albuquerque, Newiexico. In
1968he was transferred to the
Medical Company (Company
B-Med) of thel73d Airborne Brigaden Vietnam ard
served a combat tour at Quin &) An Khe, and.Z
English at Bong SonDuring his tour, he participated in
experimental military dental practices that are now
standardprocedure for the armed forceorwood was
one of the first prticipants in the Army's outreach
program that delivered dentists to forward firebases in
lieu of transferring patients to rear treatment arétes.
provided some of the first fieldased dental treatment of
military guard dogs, and assisted in ra@ntaltrauma
care inMobile Army Surgical HospitalsIn recognition
of his service under combat conditions, Norwood was
awarded th&€€ombat Medical Badgand twoBronze
Stars After Vietnam, Norwood was assigned to the
Dental Cops atFort Gordon Georgia, where he s&w
until his discharge in 196%e remained a member of
the American LegiontheVeterans of Foreign Warand
the Military Order of the World Wars until his deaths

a tribute to his life and service, The Vetes
Administration hospital in Augusta, GA, bears his name
and is officially known as th€harlie Norwood VA
Medical Center

(conti)nuec
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Edwin Frederick O'Brien
Archbishop

Frederick O'Brien was ordained &
priest in 1965 and spent five yea
at West Point as a civilian chapla
He requested and received perm
sionto become an activauty
airborne chaplain in the 82nd
Airborne Division. Afterwards, he
served as a combat chaplairvietnam in 19741972,
with the 1738l Airborne Brigade and 1st Cavalry
Division, ministering to troops at fire basdde was
named Achbishop for the Military Services in 1997 by
Pope John Paul Il. The Archdiocese for the Military
Services serves 1.5 million Catholics including U.S.
military personnel and their families and 170 Veterans
Affairs hospitals and U.S. government employees
overseas

Robert M. Kimmitt

Robert M. Kimmitt wasborn
December 19, 194Was United
States Deputy Secretary of the
Treasuryunder George W. Bush
He was nominated by President
Bush on June 29, 2009 he
United States Senate unanimous
confirmed him on July 29, 2005,
and he was sworn into office on August 16, 2005.
Kimmitt served through the end of the Bush
administration, leaving office on January 20, 2009.
After being commissioned as a Regular Army officer in
1969 at West Point, Mr. Kimmittompleted field

artillery, airborne, and ranger schoolse then served a
17-month combat tour with the73d Airborne Brigade

in Vietham (19701971), earninghreeBronze Starsthe
Purple HearttheAir Medal, and theViethamese Cross

of Gallantry He was subsequently assigned to the 101st

Airborne Division at Fort CampbeKY (1972 1974).
He retired in November 2004 ad/mjor Generaln the
Army Reserve.

Barney Visser

Visser(born 1949) is the cowner
of Furniture Row as well as owne
of Furniture Row Racinn the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Furniture Row Racing, based in
Denver, Coloradés one of a few
Sprint Cup teams not based in
Charlotte, North CarolinaVisser
graduated from Thomas Jefferson

High School. He volunteered durinthe Vietham War
for 21 months after high sobl, and he served as a
paratrooper for 11 months withe 173d Airborne
Brigadebetween July 1968 and June 1968sser arl
his wife Carolyn have seven children.

Stan Goff
Stan Goff(born November 12, 195
in San Diego, Californigis awriter,
activist andUnited States Army
veterarhaving served from 1970 tq
1996. He has been an anti
imperialist activistfeminist,
socialist, and is now a Christian a
a pacifist. He is theo-author of the

weblogFeral Scholar, along with D.A. Clark. He is the
author of the bookslideous Drean{2000),Full-

Spectrum Disorder: The Military in the New American
Century(2004) andsex & War(2006). He has also
been a contributor tGounterpunclandHuffington Post
Goff was sent t&ietnamin 197071 duringthe

Vietnam war He served with th&73d Airborne
Brigadeas a infantryman, after which he was
reassigned to th&2nd AirborneDivision at Fort Bragg,
NC following a bout with drugesistant malarialn

1973, he was honorably dischargeithvthe rank of
sergeant.During a break in service, he attended college
at the University of Arkansas in Monticeldbmd married
Elizabeth Mackall.In 1977, he enlisted again in the
Army and was assigned to thth Infantry Division
(Mechanized) as Brivate First Clasge-earning his
sergeatis stripes in 1979That same year, he
volunteered foRanger Schooland after graduation, was
reassigned to thend Ranger Battalioat Fort Lewis,

WA.

Gene McKinney

McKinney was the 10th Sergeant
Major of the Army (SMA) of the
United States, serving from July
1995 to October 1997. He was the
first and to date the only African
American to reach that rank in the
United States Army. McKinney
was the only Sergeant Major of the
Army to resign. In 1998, he was countrtialed on a
variety of charges including sexual harassment and
obstruction of justice. He was convicted anchdied to
the rank of Master Sergeartkene C. McKinney was
born inMonticello, Floridaon November 3, 1950He is
one of five brothers, all of whom served in themir

One served as an officer; one retired as a master
sergeant; another served in Vietnam; and an identical
twin, Command Sergeant Major James C. McKinney
He enlisted in the United States Army in August 1968,
and completed OSUT as an Infantrymairautt

Benning, GeorgiaFrom 19691970, he saw combat in
Vietnam with thel73d Airborne Brigade
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Veterans Spurned

Vietnam veterans had severe
psychological problems for many
years after returning Stateside. B
to what extent did public reaction
to the war exacerbate thproblem?

any returning veterans

have had problems of

adjustment into civilian
society. It has not been unusual for men to feel that
their sacrifices have not been sufficiently appreciated,
nor to experience psychological problems long after the
end of their service.

After World War |, the number of disability awards to
former British servicemen increased significantly
between 1921 and 1929 because many psychological
scars did not become apparent for some years.
Nevertheless, there was sometigimifferent about
Vietnam.

Of the 3,402,100 US servicemen who served in
Southeast Asia between 1964 and 1973, some
2,594,000 served within the borders of South Vietnam.
About 80 per cent made a successful transition to
civilian life, but there was stan unusually high
proportion of veterans who were not so easily
assimilated. Possibly as many as 700,000 veterans
developed some symptoms of what was officially
accepted in 1980 as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), a condition similar to that debed as shell
shock in World War | and as battle fatigue in World War
II. About 10 percent were diagnosed as
suffering from the disorder itself.

However, while the nature of thevar
contributed to the development of such -
psychological problemsnanydifficulties also D
stemmed from the widespread feeling on the
part of all veterans that they were being forced
G2 aK2dzZ RSNJ 6§KS yI GAz2
shame, or humiliation. There was no official
homecoming beyond the welcome from family
or friends and, even then, there might be little
real understanding or sympathy.

One veteran, who later became Lieutenant
Governor of Massachusetts, recalled waking
yelling while on a domestic flight soon after
returning home;

"',A

THE VIETNAN RXFERIENCE 196575

G ¢ KS 2 {0 KgSrdlinovdld aviaysfrom
me ¢ a reaction | noticed more and more in
UKS Y2yuKa | KSIR®
a shit about the guys coming back, or what
u KS e QhrodyR. yThe feeling toward
0KSY 413z ¢REYRNE Dayal
dzd @A UK ¢ KIlbiowykiBand & 2 dzC
TNRY +ASGylIY®DQE

Although many veterans were aware of the hostility
towards the war amongst the US public, fexsre
prepared for the level of hostility directed towards
themselves. Some joined the amitar movement,
possibly seeking arkd of emotional catharsis foheir
guilt feelings as well as approval and acceptance. Many
waited years for the understanding they craved, a
process that has been assisted in no small wathb
unveiling of the Vietnam¥& (i S SlMlegfiddial (paid for
by puwblic subscription and not government funds) in
Washingon in November 1982 and the new readiness
of Americans to come to terms with their past.

¢ K

(Source:NAM The Vietnam Experience 1965%975)

A Vietnam Vet
GbSBSNI 2y O0S RAR L Gvmsd | LJ
Vietnam vet. One day while walking through the
terminal at Los Angeles International Airport, decked
out in business suit and tie while carrying a briefcase, a
loud noise went off to my rear. | immediately found
myself in the prone position on therminal floor. A
lady and little boy were standing nearby, and | heard the

OKAfR alresx W[ 221 az2YYASzIQ |

fl dzZIKSR® ' GKS GAYS L ¥8§i

G2RIF® L R2Yy Qi KAQG EAKS 3IANERdz
| 9] —_—

Vietnam vets in group, coming to terms with their war.
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VA NEWS

Redesigned Transition

Assistance Program Announced
July 23, 2012

WASHINGTON -- Today President
Obama announced the launchoé
redesigned Transition Assistance
Program developed by an interagency
team from the Departments of Defens
Veterans Affairs, Labor, Education, an
Homeland Security as well as the Offi
of Personnel and Management and the Small Business
Administration.

The revamped program, call&dansition GPS, is the

first major overhaul of the transition assistance program
for military members in nearly twenty yearghe effort
began in response to a call from President Obama in
August 2011 toensureallrsey i ce member s

help approximately 42,000 homeless andsit

Veterans and their families'he grants are going to 151
community agencies in 49 states, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

ifWe are committed to e@ndi
A me r isaichShinsekifiThese grants will help VA

and community organizations reach out and prevent at
ri sk Veterans from | osing

n

Under the Supportive Services for Veteran Families
program, VA is awarding grants to private ranofit
organizations and consumer cooperatives that provide
services to very lovincome Veteran families living in

or transitioning to- permanent housingrhose
community organizations provide a range of services
that promote housing stability among eligibkry low
income Veteran families.

Under the grants, homeless providers will offer Veterans
and their family members outreach, case management,
assistance in obtaining VA benefits and assistance in

a getéing Htleegqube[iceb_Fnefiti:ommunitybased groups

readyo when they leave the c ?fff:\rite orar flnancial as_sistance on behalfo_f
Veterans for rent payments, utility payments, security

il applaud the | eadershi p &&posisansd emovipecastss Obama t o br i ng

together government agencies around the goal of This is the pr dasryeamdhs seco

enhancing career opportunities for service members,"
said Secretary of Defense Leon E. &g "Our
personnel have developed extraordinary technical
expertise and worldlass leadership skills that are in
high demand.Transition GPS will help military
members apply their experience to additional training,
formal education, and develop sucsies civilian
careers. o

iOne of our fundament al
government is to properly prepare and support those
serving in our military so they are career ready as they
transition back into civilian life.With this new initiative,
we can betteensure veterans receive the care, benefits

re

and empl oyment ser wdidces th%/s}er

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.T h i s
collaborative effort will have an impact well beyond this
current generation of individuals returning from
combat . o

VA Announces New Grants to

Help End Veterans Homelessness
July 17, 2012

At-Risk Vets and Families

WASHINGTONT Secretary of Veteran
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced tod
nearly $100 nilion in grants that will

provided about $60 million to assist 22,000 Veterans and
family members In 2009, President Obama and
Secretary Shinseki announc ¢
goal to end Veteran homelessness by 201 grants

are intended to help accomplish that goatcording to

the 2011 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to
Congresshomelessness among Veterans has declined

12 percent since January 2010.

ﬁ'f?ro%g’% %h'e r?o}néle'sstvletgrés’ns ir‘%lltlsativea,1 VA
committed $800 million in FY 2011 to strengthen
programs that prevent and end homelessness among
Veterans.VA provides a range of sengs to homeless
sai(}clérlding Iaefaltﬂ (éar(']e,’ h8using, job training,
d education.

More information about VAOG:
available on the Internet atvw.va.gov/homeless

Details about the Supportiervices for Veteran

Families program are online at
www.va.gov/homeless/ssvi.asp

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
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WHILE BACK AT CAMP ZINN in Bien Hoa between opajfew of us were
fortunate to ocasionally score ane or tweday pass to SaigorFor those of you
who did, thereportbelowwill sound very familiar. (Photos added | had arrived
Zinn sometime around mibe cember 665, and had he goin
nearby Bien Hoa and dawown Saigon, and was looking forward to learning more
about it and contributing my part to the local economy in those cities. In late
December, still having not been on a mission, | was riding shotgun on a deuce

out of camp to collect water sewhere. As we stopped at the main gate we saw| .
guy walking toward us wearing a green bei@tT h at 6 s mlyellbdrtomthieh €
driver. Bob had heard | was-agountry and caught a flight from Da Nang to come |
down to see me. Even though still oy, in more ways than one, the duty sergei
pulled me off the water truck and gave me a day pass to Saigon! Hey, this war
ainét so bad. Hereb6s a photo of t he
heading out to win hearts and minds in the Paris of the Orient. On his third tour,
the Forces, Bob would later contribute one of his eyes to the war effort, taken by a' *

sharpshooting NVA near Dak To.Ed Bob & Smitty at Z

S I N C I TY The author, Tim There remained two sophisticated night clubs with floor
Page, operated out shows, music and danciiighe Arc en Ciel, and
of Saigon while Maximos. Diners had a choice of over a dozen
Where could you get a| covering the war restaurants, ranging from cheap Vietnamese cafes to
as a phote threestar Michelins. Much of the niid-life was
massage and buy dope journglist for controlled by the Union Corse (French Mafia) and
on the streets? In LIFE magazine. Chinese Tongs (secret societies) who in turn were
i Here he recounts obliged to pay tribute to the Vietnamese masters of the
dOWI’]tOWI;] Saigon, his early moment. The black marked flourished. You could buy
t h a t O s W h e I impressions of a anything or (Virtua”y) anybody_
once sleepy ‘
colonial city. ! 22

By the end of 1966, Saigon had become as

worn-out and corrupt as a blowsy old

hooker, dolled up in new chrome and

plastic. Back in 1965, it had the freshness
of a southern Frerch town, with stuccoed
buildings in pastel shades of buff and cream,
tiled roofs and galy painted shuttered windows.
The city was then still recovering from the post
Diem period wh-mdaw,Madamed s s i S As@ektin Saigon,Paris of the Orient 1965

Nhu, had banned all forms of licentiousnes . . .
including The Twist. A spate of guerrilla The few thousand American advisors and helicopter

bombings, like that on the floating My Cahn crewmen were easily absorbed into the city, many only

restaurant, meant that a night curfew had been getting short furloughs to town from the boonies. The

- _ bars tended to cater separatelpt@ group of military,
enforced upon the US military and Vietnamese and as the volume of men swelled, they followed their

civilians. Night-life flourished, but compared to predecessors to the watering holes. The Sporting Bar on
its later flowerings it was still a limited affair. Tu Do, the main high street, was initially a Green Beret
haunt, possibly one of the raunchiest. Later on it became

A Lupand Rareboe b i s Cinderella ti

The bars opened soon after the siesta hour and did their
business until 11 odb6cl ock.
with the Saigon Cowboys (the pimps) collecting their

3 continuec
painted charges on soupep scooters and Honda 50s. (
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Marachek eased himselp to his massive six foot two,
turned around, unzipped his tiger suit pants, withdrew

his cock and proceeded to stir his Ba me Ba (33) beer

with it. The mamasan and girls burst into shrieks of
appreciative laughter and the MPs made an embarrassed
exit. The other team members had only casually stirred
from t heir boot hs, their |
laps, to show their support for their main man.

The bars that catered to the hip Gls ran a service of
readyrolled joints, or cigarettes painted distely with

opium and kept in a jar der the counter. You could

find a couple in the vicinity of any BEQ é8helor

Enlisted Quarters). Ouear Tan Son Nhut airbase,

there was a twle substrip of massage parkrtruck
washes front i n gointdandacichge and
bars, replete with daglo posters, ultraiolet lights and
pulsating rock music.

Prostitution was no new thing in Saigon. The French
had both legalized and profited from it, monopolizing a
civilized system of military brothels. Théetnamese
Army continued the habit, often allowing women to
travel with the troops when not occupying the post
barracks and frontier forts. At Dien Bien Phu in 1964,
North African and Vietnamese hookers had become
nurses and frontline fighters as thee¥Minh encircled
and then destroyed the base.

In downtown Saigon only money mattered and the prices
_ _ soon went up for a massage and a quickie, the clientele
Famous Tu Du Street in Saigon (Photo by Tom Briggs) being naive oubf-towners or officers. The works could
set a man back $10. Green, or 15 in M$ifary

Script Currency), and to lure a bar girl out of her den for
a liaison you had to buy her out. That is, you had to buy
the estimated amount of Saigon teas she would have

In theory at least, it was forbidden to enteigBa in
jungl e g e acamauftagedatigaes.i ltsmds also
against the regulations to pack a weapon unless you
were an officer there on duty and could carry a sidearm.

The Special Forces and country team guys blatantly consumed in her absencee.

disobeyed the rule, plainiyncomfortable without their .

pet UZIs, CARs, Swedish Ks, M16s. sawffl thumpers This was a song many of usuld learnas we were

or whatever. The Saigdmased Military Police, whose winning those hearts and minds. Ed

forlorn task it was to enforce-town regulations on the | love you

bars, would come into the dark, long rooms and accost ’

boonierats in camis, their weapons on the bar, topless You love me.

hookers draped across their knees. But if they tried to You buy me Saigon Tea?

confiscate the weapons and arrest the guys for not being 50 P

in Al service dress, they got a leveled weapon, safety

of f, and a cheer fAueQulabskendc k Of f 6 i n return.

of f ad | a OK Corral. The NMPXouwusadlwlay sb pak € deveanfed gma ma
o ] wanted was up to you to negotiate on top of the number

| sat once, drinking with a fellow photographer Sean of 6teasd she had knocked |

Flynn and members of the Cai Cai A Team, up fromthe  takings and occasionally you would meet one that

Delta, when in walked the MPs. They accosted the actually had liquor in her

weapons sergeant, Marachek, wias smoking an ]

opium-painted joint, rapping to us, and fondling a young (continuec

thing. Ourt beers were on the bar and we were perched g
on the vinyltopped stools. The MP tapped Marachek on
the shoulder and mumbled about weapons and camis. '
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€éThere were al ways the
dope too. The Bluetd, below our apartment on Tu Pu
had an infamous reputation and the passage beside it
harboured dirtypicture sellers as well fsnk touts.

The black guys tended to segregate themselves with their
music and had established a separate quarter behind the
docks in Canh Hoi. Generally it was not cool, as a
white, to go over there. Those who did, found a soul sin
city, the air thickwith primo Cambodian Red marijuana
and the rooms reverberating to the beat of James Brown,
Wilson Pickett, and The Temptations. The bar girls
there could really move, and there was a predominance
of darker Khmer ladies in the dank back rooms. It was
eay to score the illicit in Canh Hoi, although most of the
sidewalk cigarette sellers would carry readifed joints
alongside regular US and Viet brands. You could buy a
carton of your favourite brand where all the cigarettes
had been carefully emptieddreloaded with herb, a

pinch of tobacco artfully placed next to the filter and at
the tip. Perfect party camouflage at a buck a pack, tax
seal intact.

A Saigon bar girl greets a passing U.S. soldier onulDu
Street in downtown Saigon.fil love you long time, G.I0

The corruption of Saigon was completed by the building
of multi-story military quarters, requiring endless service
industries. The traditional cafes swung to providing
burgers, fries and milkshakes. Tailor shops sprung up
on every block, running up mufti safari suits, while curio
stores knocked out desk naplates, mounted unit
insignias and endless niclack souvenirs. The black
market blossomed, supplying the nouveau riche of the
city, hairspray being a number one itestraight from

the commissary shelves. You could order a fridge, a
jeep or a case of panhpse by mail order before it even
entered the docks.

h a r deon lghtseandvinarabcashu r n e d

on t o

Neon lights went up, announcing the coming of the
West, and bouffant girls in miskirts tottered self
consciously amongst the graceful Saigon women. The
ranks of the working ladies were swelled fly the flood of
refugees from the embattled countryside. Deserters and
dodgers went underground, flourishing on the black tide
of goods. Tk traffic was overloaded by thousands of
50cc Suzukis, Bridgestones, Yamahas and Hondas.
Trucks fought the diminutive fordoor Renault 4 cabs

for road space. Jeeps blasted through the lot, ploughing
room for official Ford sedans.

In early 1965, STROLINIG IN Saigon had been like
walking in Avignon. But there were only 17,000
Americans ircountry at that time. By 1967 there were
almost half a million. 50,000 who called Saigon home.
They came replete with TV and radio stations, wallets
full of hard cah, insatiable libidos and one of the worst
forms of clap known to mankiridthe Heinz 57 variety,

for which there was no known cure, just an endless drip.
And with the rapid passing of their youth, the old Saigon
faded behind a ferrooncreteclad smile ad endless
concertinas of barbed wire.

Source:

[NAM, The Vietnam Experience 19685, by Tim Page & John Pimlott]

But for most of us, there washe Mekong Delta, the
i DO Z o n e the rubbey tree @antations,the

Central Highlands, and the hills at Dak To.

Saigon, after
Tet offensive

Ho Chi Minh City, 2012
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~ Famous People Who Served in the Military ~

Gene Autry was a ilm actor, singer, and professional
baseball team owneiWhen Wald War Il broke out, he

was determined to join the armed forces and do his part.

On July 26, 1942, during a live broadcast ofraio
showMelody Rancland at the Pentagon's request, he
was inducted into the Army Air Forces as a Technical
Sergeant.

Gene Autry (above) being sworn in as Flight Officer by
Capt. Herb Dailey, on 2L June 1944 in Love Field, TX.

Martin Balsam, a Hollywood
actorwas born November 4, |
1919 and died from heart failufe
on February 13, 199He is
known for hisOscarwinning
role as Arnold Burns in A 3
Thousand Clowns and his rol
as Detective Milton Arbogast i
Psycho He attende®eWitt Clinton High Schogl
where he participated in the drama clide studied at
the Dramatic Workshomf The New Schoaoh New
York with the influential German direct@rwin
Piscatorand then served in thdnited States Army Air
ForcesduringWorld Warll.

Boxcar Willie wasbornin Sterratt,
Texasaslecil Travis Martinon
September 1, 1931 and died April |
12, 1999.Hewas an American
country music singer, who sang in
the "oldtime hobo" music style,
complete with dirty face, overalls,
and a foppy hat. "Boxcar Willie"
was originally a character in a ball_®

he wrote, but he later adopted it as his own stage name.

Martin joined theUnited Stateg\ir Forcein 1949, and
served as a pilot and flight engineer for B¥29 Super
Fortresduring theKorean Waiin the early 1950siIn
1962,he was still in the Air Force and had been flying
daily missions.He later became a Flight Engineer on

KC-97L aircraft in the 136th ARW in the Texas Air
National Guard, including air refueling flights around
the USA and overseas in Germang.1976, Martin left
the Air Force and became a ftillne performer.

Charles Bronson a Hollywood
actor was born November 3, 192
and ded August 30, 2003. He we
born Charles Dennis Buchinsky ¢
PolishandLithuanianbackground.
He starred in filmswgch as Once
Upon a Time in the West, The
Magnificent Seven, The Dirty
Dozen,The Great Escap®&ider
on the RainThe Mechanicand
the Death Wishseries. He was often cast in the role of a
police officeror gunfighter often in revengeriented
plot lines. His family was so poor that, at one time, he
reportedly had to wednis sister's dress to school
because he had nothing else to wdarl943, Bronson
enlisted in theJnited States Army Air Forceend served
as a aerial gunnem the 760th Flexible Gunnery
Training Squadron, and in 1945 aB-29 Superfortess
crewman with the9th Bombardment Groupased on
Guam He was awarded Rurple Hearfor wounds
received during his service.

George Walker Bushwas born
July 6, 1946. Hés an American
politician and businessman who
was the43rdPresident of the
United States from 2001 to 2009
and the46th Governorof Texas
from 1995 to 2000In May 1968,
Bush was commissioned into
the TexasAir National Guard
After two years of activeluty
service while training, he was
assigned to Houston, flyingonvairF-102swith the
147th Reconnaissance Wingt of Ellington Field Joint
Reserve Baseln late 1972 and early 1973, Helled

with the187th Fighter Wingf the Alabama Air

National Guardhaving moved tdontgomery,
Alabamato work on the unsuccessful U.S. Senate
campaign of Republicaw/inton M. Blount In 1972,
Bush was suspended from flying for failure to take a
scheduled physical exanie was honorably discharged
from the Air Force Reserve on November 21, 1974.

(continuec
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George DenisPatrick Carlin was born May 12, 1937 syllables now.Takes a little longer to saypoesn't seem

and died June 22, 2008. Mas an Americastandup to hurt as muchFatigue is a nicer word than shoc
comediansocial criti¢ satirist actorand writerauthor Shell shock! Battle fatigue.

who won fiveGrammy Awarddgor his comedy albums _ ,

George Carlirdropped out of high school and later Then we had the war in Korea, 193@adison avenue
joined the US Air Force, where he was ceusrtialled was riding high by that time, and the very same combat
three times. condition was called operational exhaustibtey, we're

up to eight syllables nowAnd the humanity has been
squeezed completely out of the phrakts. totally sterile
now. Operational exhaustiorSounds like something
that might happen to your car.

Then of course, came the war in Viet Nam, which has
only been over for about sixteen or seventeen years, and
thanks to the lies and deceits surrounding that war, |
guess it's no surprise that the veame condition was
called postraumatic stress disordegtill eight

syllables, but we've added a hypheitd the pain is
completely buried under jargoPosttraumatic stress
disorder.

I'll bet you if we'd of still been calling it shell shock,
someof those Viet Nam veterans might have gotten the
attention they needed at the tim#l. betcha. I'l

betchad

~ George Carlin

Clerow fAFIi.p
was born December 8, 193
in Jergy City, New Jersey,
and died from liver cancer
on November 25, 1988.

Wilson had 17 brothers and
sisters; and was sent into t

fil don't like words that hide the trutth.don't like words foster care system. At 16,
that conceal realityl don't like euphemisms, or he lied about his age and
euphemistic languageAnd American English is loaded joined the United States Ai
with euphemisms. Force. During his time in

the serice he was sent to

Cause Americans have a lot of trouble dealing with military bases to cheer up

reality. Americans have trouble facing the truth, so they the service men there
invent the kind of a soft language to protect themselves Wilsonds b.a s
from it, and it gets worse with every generatiéiar iflipped o uhidnicknane, Fipa Wisonh i m
some reason, it just keeps getting workié give you an was discharged in 1954 as an Airman i:irst Class.

example of that. American comediarhe washe first black comic to

There's a cadition in combat.Most people know about transqend race Iines'with his own TV variety shomgis
it. It's when a fighting person's nervasystem has been material that was universalfynny to everyone
stressed tostabsolute peak and maximu@an't take regardless of race, gender or nationalityilson hosted
anymore input. The nervous system has either (cJick TV's first successful black variety show, “The Flip
snapped or is about to snap. Wilson Show," 190-1974. winning two Emys on

5/09/1971, and a Grammy.
In the first wald war, that condition was called shell
shock. Simple, honest, direct languag&wo syllables,
shell shock.Almost saunds like the guns themselves.

That was seventy years agbhen a whole generation [} 2/503dVIETNAMVewsletter / September201% Issue45
went by and the second world war came along a&ng v Page 19f 64
same combat condition was called battle fatigbeur
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~ 2/503 Sky Soldiers Extraordinaire ~

x ' AOU O#AbDPo6 0 (

m N}

Gary Prisk was born in r ;
Phoenix, Arizona in 1943, & -
and itwas reported he was"f
more inclined to throwa |
four-seam rock than study [ 43
His kindergarten teacher i«
wrote the following on the back of his report card:
"Would you please start Gary for school earlier so he

won't be tardy so often."

Gary and his familynoved to Bremerton, Washington, g
Navy bluejacket town where hisather went to school.
His dad an officer during WWIlIwould serve on Field
Marshal Mo nt g o meGary flayed baseddll &nd
tennis, worked in construction, and graduated high
schoolwith less than average grades, extremely high
scores on the SAT'and no n.

He states memories of Sunday dinners, his father's de
and a clatter of colorful bits of advice led Gary to war,
armed with an irreverent black hun@that and little
regardfor authority. The sudden death of his father
allowed instants of suddemtnedhe used to hone his
leadership skillsandwhich he drew on to lead men in
combat years later as the commandingceffof Charlie
Company 2/503dGa r y 6 drother, €a@Court
Prisk,served in Vietham as the commander of the 173d
Airborneos3i€Artllery. t ery, 3

Rejecting the Army's call to return to Vietnam, Gary
resigned his regular army commission and returned to
the University of Washingtoearning a second
ergineering degree, an MBA, and being accepted into
the doctoral studies program in finandée suspended
his doctoral studies after his thesis committee rejected
his proposals. Gamgturned to working in construction
after he realized he spent most offeday expecting to
be ambushedWorking outsidefi | coul d be
my perimeter. o0

i C a s he is fiectionately addressed llge men he
led in combat, refers to his soldierste¥ h e Hi | |
Havingtalkedvi t h a number of t
learned it is cleato this day they would follow him to
the gates of Helland beyond.

f

Gary is the author ddigger Dogface Brownjob Grunt
an award winnindictional talebased on faatf the 173d
Airborne during the Vietnam War.
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Louis A. Zuccowas born
in Yuba City, California
onJuly 5,1948. He B
joinedthe army at 17. He |
did Basic Trainingat 2
Fort Polk, Louisiana,
Advanced Infantry
Training at Fort GordorGeorgia, and Jump School at
Fort Benning, Georgia.

Louie was assigned to B Company, 1/325°@&borne
Division as a M60 gunner.

Upon arrival in Vietham on June 1, 19€buie was
assigned to 2/503 H&H Company Recon. He remaing

with Recon until ADoO Con
stayed until DEROS, Mag6, 1968.

AfAs a cherry being broke
out to Iink up with AAO
base camp of the 174AlVA Regiment. The next
morningwewer e t ol d to go bac

already deep in battle. Ren was sent b&aup after the
battle and began searching for the VA Regiment.
Theyvanished!The O6A&6 Company C(C
need Recon there anymare.

Five montls later, November 19, 1967, Louie found
them on Hill 875. For fivelayshe found them, andas
informed after that, this was the end of The Battle for
Dak To.

Louie was one of the troopers featured and interviewq
for the documentary, The Battle at DakiTHlill 875,
which can often be seen on the Military Channel.

On May 26, 1968, as a Serge&rb, Louie was
honorably discharged from the Army. He was awardd
thé Paadh@ist Badge, the Purple Heart, ARCOM and
Combat Infantrymanb6s Bad

During his professional career Louwierked in

P @®sfutidn afd as an-pat in Israel, Egypt, Venezuel;
2@l PdpliNewduified, .andWed in Portugal and Sp
between assignments. He later served as Apprentice
Coordinator fothe Cement Masdn Enion of Southern
California.

He was quoted asaying,i E v @ay gince November
19,1967/ 1 cl imb Hill 875. 0

d

d
!

ge.

nin
ship

2/503dVIETNAMewsletter / September2012; Issue45
Page 1&f 64


http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkIeNtIBOxzMAEc6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vuerchr/EXP=1317086477/**http:/www.ginkgomaps.com/maps_vietnam.html

