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~ 2/503 Photo of the Month ~  

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñParatroopers jump off rubber rafts in a combat crossing of the Song Be River in D Zone, some 30 miles northeast of Saigon, 

Vietnam on Sept. 30, 1966.  The 173rd Airborne Brigade began Operation Sioux City with several helicopter assaults.  Boats 

followed the troops and an hour later A Company of the 2nd Battalion/173rd Airborne Brigade headed north across the 150 

feet wide, fast flowing river, in rubber boats with outboard engines under cover of machine guns and air strikes.ò  
(AP Photo/Horst Faas) 
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Chaplainôs Corner 
 

We Are Called 
 

Step back with me for a moment  
ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƭƻƻƪ at the words ά²e  
few, we happy few, we band of  
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  Recall they come from  
a play penned by William  
Shakespeare (King Henry V), and  
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ is often                         Cap 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘΦ /ǊƛǎǇŜƴΩǎ  
5ŀȅ {ǇŜŜŎƘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ 
hundred years after the battle between the French and 
British at Agincourt (1415).  I believe it is a great 
example for leadership.  Again, the speech is fiction.  So 
whether you and I are at Agincourt, in Vietnam, in 
Afghanistan or Lexington, KY, there is a calling on our 
lives.  ά!ƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ²ƘƻƳ 
shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then I said, Here I 
am!  {ŜƴŘ ƳŜΦέ  Isa 6:8  The question is whether we will 
go? 
 

One of my favorite writers is John Maxwell* and he 
deals with leaders, their calling and their response.  One 
of my favorite stories deals, as I recall, with a football 
team that is in big time trouble.  The football has been 
ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 
the ball very much.  When the team goes back into the 
huddle they are penalized over and over for delay of 
game. 
 

You and I are in the bleachers and we yell down ς 
ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ the matter with you guys, you are still in the 
ƘǳŘŘƭŜΚέ  They yell back, ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 
seen.  What a group!  The best fellowship!  Some players 
have memorized the playbook ς hundreds ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅǎΗέ  We 
yell, ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ you get on line and plŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΚΗέ  
They yell back, ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜΚ  ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ƘǳǊǘΦ  
bƻ ƻƴŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƘǳǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳŘŘƭŜΗΩ 
 

Question:  Am I, are you, are we, or is our Chapter in a 
άƘŀǇǇȅ ƘǳŘŘƭŜΚέ  5ƻ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳŘŘƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŀǇǇƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŏalled to do?  
LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳŘŘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ   
 

Consider thisΧέ.Ŝ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
Jesus gives you.  For you must teach others those 
things you and many others have heard me speak 
about.  Teach these great truths to trustworthy 
men who will, in turn, pass them on to others.έ   
II Tim 2L1-2 

We Are Called.  Maybe we are just at parade rest, 
marking time, and need help.  Did you know for every 
10 men in the average U.S. church (a) 9 will have kids 
who leave the church, (b) 8 will not find their jobs 
satisfying, (c) 6 will pay only the monthly minimum on 
credit cards, (d) 5 will have a major problem with 
pornography, (e) 4 will have a divorce affecting 
1,000,000 children overall, and (g) all 10 will struggle to 
balance family and work.**  
 

Just maybe we are being called to make a difference in 
our homes and in our community.  And so ς as the time 
grows short, what does that mean to me and you? 
 

     IŀǾŜ ǿŜΧƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ IƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
     IŀǾŜ ǿŜΧǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛƳ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ 
     Do ǿŜΧƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚ 
     5ƻ ǿŜΧƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƎƛŦǘόǎύ ƛǎκŀǊŜΚ 
     !ǊŜ ǿŜΧŀ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ƻǊΧŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
     huddle? 
 

We are called ς but the question comes down to this; 
who ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΚ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎΧ 
 

ά²Ŝ ŦŜǿΣ ǿe happy few,  
ǿŜ .ŀƴŘ ƻŦ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

 

*   Dr. John Maxwell, www.johnmaxwell.com  

** Dr. Pat Morley, www.maninthemirror.org 

 

Note:  ¢ƻƳ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ /κнκрлоŘΣ ΨссκΩстΣ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ άLΩǾŜ 
been working with a Marine Wounded Warrior group 
called Semper Fi Outdoor Odyssey here in western PA.  
LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘΦ  aD ¢ƻƳ 
Jones, USMC (Ret) conducts it at his campground in the 
PA wilderness.  He takes 20-30 young wounded warriors 
5 or 6 times a year for a week to help prepare them for 
transitioƴ ǘƻ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ  IŜΩǎ ƘŀŘ !ǊƳȅΣ bŀǾȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ 
airborne troops.  He has a whole cadre of volunteers 
who work with these kids all week long coaching them 
on how to plan and get their life back on track.  They are 
all in the medical board waiting period.  I go with many 
others on the last day to give them mock interviews as 
practice.  The program has been in effect for 4+ years 
and has served about 900, mostly Marines and their 
families, in 32 sessions with between 30-ор ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
 

To help us reach others with this message, send me 
what you, your Chapter or other Vets are doing in this 
regard.  Thanks. 
 

Rev. Jack Kelley, LTC (Ret) 

Former CO, A/2/503, RVN 
JackTKelley@aol.com 
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Three US soldiers 
killed in Afghanistan 
identified  
Stars and Stripes 
Published: July 26, 2012 

GRAFENWÖHR, 
Germany ð Three U.S. 
soldiers from sister 
infantry battalions in Italy 
who were killed in enemy 
attacks in Afghanistan 
during the p ast week have 
been identified.  
 

Spc. Justin L. Horsley, 21, 
of Palm Bay, Fla., and Pfc. 
Brenden N. Salazar, 20, of 
Chuluota, Fla., were killed 
July 22 in Pul E Alam 
when enemy forces 

Justin Horsley, 1/503         attacked their unit  
                                              with an improvised  
                                              explosive device,  
                                              according to the 
                                              Department of  Defense.  
                                                               
                                              Pfc. Adam C. Ross, 19, of  
                                              Lyman, S.C., was killed by 
                                              small arms fire in an 
                                              attack two days later in 
                                              Wardak province,  
                                              according to a depart- 
                                              ment news release.  
 

                                              The three soldiers were 
Brenden Salazar, 1/503      with the 173rd Airborne  
                                              Brigade Combat Team, 
                                              which cased its colors  
                                              in mid -June for a nine- 
                                              month deployment to  
                                              Logar and Wardak 
                                              provinces.  The 173rd is  
                                              based in Vicenza, Italy,  
                                              and commands 
                                              subordinate units in both  
                                              Italy and Germany. 
 
 
 
 
   Adam Ross, 2/503  

 

A memorial ceremony was held at the chapel on 
Caserma Ederle honoring all three soldiers. 
Horsley and Salazar were assigned to the brigadeôs 
1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment;  Ross was 
part of the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment.  
 

The 173rd has lost 82 soldiers in four deployments 
to Afghanistan and one to Iraq since 2003. 

- - - - - - - - 
 

They Fought Together,  

They Died Together, 

They Came Home Together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe remains of Army Spc. Justin L. Horsley were flown 

into Melbourne International Airport on Saturday 

morning.  Members of the Army National Guard Honor 

Guard salute before removing the flag-draped casket from 

the plane.ò  (Rik Jesse/Florida Today) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñMembers of the receiving party retire to their limousine 

after the coffin was removed from the plane.ò   
                                                          (Rik Jesse/Florida Today) 
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 Solemn crowd greets fallen 
soldier as he returns home 
 

By Ron Barnett 

Staff Writer  

GreenvilleOnline.com 
 

     tŦŎΦ !ŘŀƳ wƻǎǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
this afternoon.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The body of Upstate soldier, Pfc. Adam Ross returned to 

Greer Thursday afternoon.  Ross was killed last week in 

Afghanistan.  (Ken Osburn / Staff) 
 

     The Byrnes High School graduate, killed in 
Afghanistan last week, was flown via military charter to 
Greenville-Spartanburg Airport. 
     His arrival was greeted by more than 100 who 
watched solemnly from behind a chain link fence as the 
flag-draped casket was taken from the jet and carried to 
a waiting hearse, as his grieving family watched in 
silence. 
     The hearse, along with family cars, was escorted by 
police and about 60 members of the Patriot Guard 
motorcycle group to Wood Mortuary in downtown 
Greer. 
     Along the way, hundreds lined the streets, saluting, 
holding flags and signs of support. 
     Burial was at Wood Memorial Gardens on Gap Creek 
Road in Lyman. 
     Ross, 19, was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team, according to the Department of Defense.  He had 
been stationed at Vicenza, Italy, since last September. 
He had been in Afghanistan three weeks, his family has 
said. 
     Ross was killed in Wardak province with wounds 
suffered when he encountered small arms fire, 
according to the Department of Defense. 

 

 

In Memory of  

Joseph Ross  
Franklin  
 

Jul y 11, 1928 - July 18, 2012  
Obituary  
Col. Joseph Ross Franklin, PhD, USA (Ret), 84, of 

Pensacola, died Wednesday, July 18, 2012 at home.  

Col. Franklin was born July 11, 1928 in Honolulu, 

Hawaii to Daniel Franklin and Frances Ross Franklin.  

He attended and graduated from U. S. Military Academy 

at West Point in 1950.  Col. Franklin served in Korea, 

where he was wounded, and three tours of duty in 

Vietnam, including as Assistant Brigade Commander of 

the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep).  He was a recipient of 

the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star and Purple 

Heart, retiring from the U. S. Army after thirty years of 

service.  Col. Franklin received his PhD in Foreign 

Relations from the American University.  He was a 

member of the Legion of Valor and an active member of 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church.  Col. Franklin was 

preceded in death by his daughter, Victoria Gough and 

his sister, Elizabeth Ewy.  Survivors include his wife, 

Nancy Franklin of Pensacola; son, Daniel Franklin of 

Pensacola; daughter, Jennifer Kellen and husband Joel of 

Corpus Christi, TX; granddaughter, Emmalee Noel 

Gough and sister, Dianne Payne.  A memorial mass was 

held at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, with internment at 

Barrancas National Cemetery with full military honors.  

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made 

for Masses at Holy Spirit Catholic Church for our 

wounded veterans and active duty men and women.  

Condolences may be offered at www.oaklawnfunerals.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Colonel with his bride, Nancy. 
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Our Legacy Will Continue  
 

By Steve Welch 
     C/2/503d 
 

e are part of a  
special group of  
soldiers who  

made history serving with  
the 173d Airborne Brigade.   
Our feats are still talked  
about today and  
remembered by other  
military members across  
America.  
                                                                        Steve, one month before 875 

I had to go to the Naval  
Language Institute base in Monterey, California to get 
some papers filled out.  As I was walking around with 
my wife looking for the place I had to go and, of course, 
couldn't find it.  I spotted this guy and figured I'd ask 
directions.  
 

I had my 173d hat on with the combat jump wings 
attached to it.  Approaching him he kind of gave me a 
weird look...one of awe.  I asked him where it was I had 
to go to find this building.  He asked me if I was in 
Junction City?  I said yes, and he said what about Hill 
875?  I also said yes.  He then told me he had been 
attached to the 173d as one of his  
airborne infantry stops, since he was  
also attached at one time to the 82nd  
Airborne as well as the 101st Airborne  
in his 12 year career as a major and had  
also made the jump in Iraq.   
 

I was surprised when he said he was a  
Major because he didn't look that old,  
or maybe my eyes are just old.  With  
each of his questions and clearly out of  
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƳŜ ŀǎ ά{ƛǊέΦ 
 

He then proceeded to tell me that out of  
all the Airborne units he served with, the  
173d was the one he liked the best  
because of its storied history.  He said  
when he first came into the 173d he  
heard about the jump, Battle of the  
Slopes and the Battle of Hill 875 and how  
high we of the 2nd Battalion had set the  
bar for those in the Brigade.  He said everyone he 
served with wanted a chance to fill their boots with the 
same courage, honor and spirit we showed in those 
battles.  

While he was talking I felt humbled by his words and 
very proud of being part of the history of our Battalion. 
The respect he was showing me was very moving and 
appreciated.  We walked to the building and then talked 
for quite a few more minutes as he kept asking me 
more questions about what took place and how proud 
he was to be a member of the 173d.  I could see he 
wished he had hours to talk to me, but he was already 
really late for his class. 
 

As we parted company he said it was a privilege to meet 
one of the men he had heard so much about, and as he 
shook my hand he grasped it with his other hand and 
told me thank you.  He walked farther away and was 
almost into the building when he unexpectedly stopped 
and waved, and I did the same. 
 

If you think what we accomplished in Vietnam will be 
forgotten, it won't; and the stories are still being told 
and will continue to be passed along to every member 
who wears the 173d patch on his arm. 
 

Side Note:  I was recently at the VA hospital in Palo Alto 
getting my travel pay.  This guy is reading my shirt, 
which displays the 2nd Battalion and the 173d patch 
along with Hill 875 and the year 1967.  The guy tells my 
wife... ά¸ƻǳϥǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  He's 
ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪȅ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ  
 

Airborne! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Survivors of Hill 875, Dak To.   A few lucky hell of a guys. 
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Who Dat? 
This photo of a trooper taking 5 and keeping up on 

current events in the middle of a war, appeared in last 

monthôs issue of our newsletter.  Maj. Gus Vendetti, 

A/2/503d, would return to Vietnam for a second tour as 

a chopper pilot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sure looks like ------ LT Gus Vendetti. 

Terry ñWoodyò Davis 
A/2/503d 

 

That's a picture of Gus Vendetti, XO of A/2/503d, on 

page 48 (August issue).  It would have been about 

September 1966 -- can't remember date exactly.  I took 

the pic and converted it from a slide recently.  Jack 

Kelley was our Company Commander then.  Notice how 

Gus is sitting on his upside-down helmet, as we all did in 

those days.  Regards, 

Bob Guy 
A/HHC/2/503d 

 

Yep.  Thatôs our very own Mr. Vendetti.  Hereôs another 

photo of the lad, taken in ô05, when he, Bill Vose (also 

A/2/503) and this editor returned to Vietnam and humped 

into the ñDò Zone jungle to find LZ Zulu-Zulu from 

Operation Silver City.  A killer of a hump for three old 

guys.  The jungle tried, but it didnôt beat him.  Ed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neve give-upénever surrender! 

2013 TRICARE Prime 

Enrollment Fees 

Announced 
 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. ï The fiscal year 2013 

TRICARE Prime enrollment fees for uniformed service 

retirees and their families go into effect Oct. 1, 2012. 

The Prime enrollment fees for 2013 are $269.28 for 

retirees, and $538.56 for retirees and their family 

members. 
 

Survivors of active duty deceased sponsors and 

uniformed services medically retired service members 

and their dependents are exempt from annual fee 

increases.  Their enrollment fee is frozen at the rate in 

effect when they were 

classified and enrolled 

in TRICARE Prime.  

Their fee remains 

frozen as long as there 

is no break in their 

TRICARE Prime enrollment. 
 

As always, active duty service members and their 

families have access to TRICARE Prime with no 

enrollment fee. 
 

The 2013 fees are based on the cost of living adjustment 

retirees received in 2012.  The adjustment was applied to 

the $260 (individual) and $520 (family) 2012 Prime 

enrollment fees.  Because of this, most retirees who were 

enrolled in Prime prior to Oct. 1, 2011, will see a more 

significant increase since their enrollment fee remained 

at the 2011-levels of $230 and $460 per year. 
 

Beneficiaries can opt to pay their enrollment fee 

monthly, quarterly or annually.  Before deciding to pay 

annually, beneficiaries should keep in mind that in most 

cases enrollment fees are non-refundable, and 

Congressional changes to fees in the 2013 budget could 

occur.  For this reason, itôs recommended that 

beneficiaries pay their enrollment fee monthly or 

quarterly.  To learn more about TRICARE Prime 

enrollment fees, please visit www.tricare.mil/costs 
 

Sign up for TRICARE e-mail updates at 

www.tricare.mil/subscriptions. 

Connect with TRICARE on Facebook and Twitter at 

www.facebook.com/tricare and 

www.twitter.com/tricare  
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Notable Sky Soldiers 
The Good, and Not  

so Good 
 

The 173d's service, particularly in Vietnam, has been 

featured several times in popular culture.  The most 

prominent of these is the 2006 single released by the 

country music duo Big & Rich, entitled "8 November". 

The song was based on the story of Niles Harris, a 

member of the 1st Battalion, 173d Airborne Brigade, 

during Operation Hump.  On 1 July 2006, a 

documentary inspired by the song and based on the 

brigade's actions during the operation premiered on the 

GAC Channel. 
  
Captain Willard, a  

fictional character  

portrayed by Martin  

Sheen in the 1979 film  

Apocalypse Now, was  

a member of the 173d  

assigned to Military  

Assistance Command,  

Vietnam Studies and  

Observations Group.  

He was depicted as  

being in "the 505th battalion", although no such unit was 

ever part of the 173d. Throughout the movie, he wears 

the Vietnam-era, mustard yellow, "subdued" shoulder 

sleeve insignia worn by 173d paratroopers on their 

jungle fatigues during the Vietnam War.  In the 1987 

movie Lethal Weapon, the patch worn by Danny 

Glover's fictional character Roger Murtaugh during a 

retrospective of his time in Vietnam was that of the 173d 

Airborne Brigade.  In the 1998 movie The Siege, 

fictional Major General William Devereaux, played by 

Bruce Willis, states that he was in the 173d Airborne 

Brigade at the same time that character Anthony 

Hubbard was in the 82nd Airborne Division. 
  
Numerous servicemen from the 173d, mostly from the 

Vietnam era, gained notability after their military careers 

ended.  These include Congressmen Duncan Hunter and 

Charlie Norwood, Archbishop of Baltimore Edwin 

Frederick O'Brien, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury 

Robert M. Kimmitt, business owner Barney Visser, 

activist Stan Goff, and Sergeant Major of the Army 

Gene C. McKinney. 
 

 

 

 

 

Congressman Duncan Hunter 
Duncan Hunter was born in  

Riverside, California to Lola L.  

(née Young) and Robert Olin  

Hunter.  He graduated from  

Rubidoux High School in Riverside  

in 1966.  He attended the University  

of Montana from 1966 to 1967, and  

then briefly the University of  

California, Santa Barbara, before being commissioned 

into the United States Army in 1969.  He served in South 

Vietnam from 1970 to 1971 during the Vietnam War in 

the Army Rangers' 75th Ranger Regiment, attached to 

the 173d Airborne Brigade.  He participated in 24 

helicopter assaults as well as in a small-number of night-

time reconnaissance patrols.  He held the rank of First 

Lieutenant, and was awarded the Bronze Star, Air 

Medal, and service ribbons such as the Vietnam Service 

Medal.  He has said, "I didn't do anything special in the 

U.S. Army, but I served with very special soldiers I will 

never forget."  
 

Charles Norwood 
Norwood served as a Captain in  

the United States Army from 1967  

to 1969, beginning with an  

assignment to the U.S. Army  

Dental Corps at Sandia Army Base  

in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  In 

1968 he was transferred to the  

Medical Company (Company  

B-Med) of the 173d Airborne Brigade in Vietnam, and 

served a combat tour at Quin Nhon, An Khe, and LZ 

English at Bong Son.  During his tour, he participated in 

experimental military dental practices that are now 

standard procedure for the armed forces.  Norwood was 

one of the first participants in the Army's outreach 

program that delivered dentists to forward firebases in 

lieu of transferring patients to rear treatment areas.  He 

provided some of the first field-based dental treatment of 

military guard dogs, and assisted in non-dental trauma 

care in Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals.  In recognition 

of his service under combat conditions, Norwood was 

awarded the Combat Medical Badge and two Bronze 

Stars.  After Vietnam, Norwood was assigned to the 

Dental Corps at Fort Gordon, Georgia, where he served 

until his discharge in 1969.  He remained a member of 

the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 

the Military Order of the World Wars until his death.  As 

a tribute to his life and service, The Veterans 

Administration hospital in Augusta, GA, bears his name 

and is officially known as the Charlie Norwood VA 

Medical Center. 
(continuedé.)  

 

2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter / September 2012 ɀ Issue 45 
Page 7 of 64 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DuncanHunter.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Charles_Norwood_color_photo_portrait.jpg
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkIeNtIBOxzMAEc6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vuerchr/EXP=1317086477/**http:/www.ginkgomaps.com/maps_vietnam.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_%26_Rich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_of_November_(song)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_American_Country
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_L._Willard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoulder_sleeve_insignia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoulder_sleeve_insignia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lethal_Weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danny_Glover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danny_Glover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Murtaugh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Siege
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Willis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Airborne_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressmen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duncan_Hunter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Norwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Frederick_O%27Brien
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Frederick_O%27Brien
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Deputy_Secretary_of_the_Treasury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_M._Kimmitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barney_Visser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stan_Goff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergeant_Major_of_the_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene_C._McKinney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverside,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubidoux_High_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Rangers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/75th_Ranger_Infantry_Regiment_(Airborne)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/173rd_Airborne_Brigade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_helicopter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_assault
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconnaissance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Lieutenant#United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Lieutenant#United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Star_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Service_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Service_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albuquerque,_New_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albuquerque,_New_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/173d_Airborne_Brigade_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_Zone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_Army_Surgical_Hospital
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_Medical_Badge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Star_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Star_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Gordon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Legion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_of_Foreign_Wars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Norwood_VA_Medical_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Norwood_VA_Medical_Center


Edwin Frederick O'Brien  

Archbishop 
Frederick O'Brien was ordained a  

priest in 1965 and spent five years  

at West Point as a civilian chaplain.  

He requested and received permis- 

sion to become an active-duty  

airborne chaplain in the 82nd  

Airborne Division.  Afterwards, he  

served as a combat chaplain in Vietnam in 1971-1972, 

with the 173d Airborne Brigade and 1st Cavalry 

Division, ministering to troops at fire bases.  He was 

named Archbishop for the Military Services in 1997 by 

Pope John Paul II.  The Archdiocese for the Military 

Services serves 1.5 million Catholics including U.S. 

military personnel and their families and 170 Veterans 

Affairs hospitals and U.S. government employees 

overseas. 
 

Robert M. Kimmitt  
Robert M. Kimmitt  was born  

December 19, 1947, was United  

States Deputy Secretary of the  

Treasury under George W. Bush.   

He was nominated by President  

Bush on June 29, 2005.  The  

United States Senate unanimously  

confirmed him on July 29, 2005,  

and he was sworn into office on August 16, 2005. 

Kimmitt served through the end of the Bush 

administration, leaving office on January 20, 2009.  
After being commissioned as a Regular Army officer in 

1969 at West Point, Mr. Kimmitt completed field 

artillery, airborne, and ranger schools.  He then served a 

17-month combat tour with the 173d Airborne Brigade 

in Vietnam (1970ï1971), earning three Bronze Stars, the 

Purple Heart, the Air Medal, and the Vietnamese Cross 

of Gallantry.  He was subsequently assigned to the 101st 

Airborne Division at Fort Campbell, KY (1972ï1974). 

He retired in November 2004 as a Major General in the 

Army Reserve.  
 

Barney Visser 
Visser (born 1949) is the co-owner  

of Furniture Row as well as owner  

of Furniture Row Racing in the  

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.   

Furniture Row Racing, based in  

Denver, Colorado is one of a few  

Sprint Cup teams not based in  

Charlotte, North Carolina.  Visser  

graduated from Thomas Jefferson  

High School.  He volunteered during the Vietnam War 

for 21 months after high school, and he served as a 

paratrooper for 11 months with the 173d Airborne 

Brigade between July 1968 and June 1969.  Visser and 

his wife Carolyn have seven children.  

Stan Goff 
Stan Goff (born November 12, 1951  

in San Diego, California) is a writer,  

activist, and United States Army  

veteran having served from 1970 to  

1996.  He has been an anti- 

imperialist activist, feminist,  

socialist, and is now a Christian and  

a pacifist.  He is the co-author of the  

weblog Feral Scholar, along with D.A. Clark.  He is the 

author of the books Hideous Dream (2000), Full-

Spectrum Disorder: The Military in the New American 

Century (2004) and Sex & War (2006).   He has also 

been a contributor to Counterpunch and Huffington Post. 

Goff was sent to Vietnam in 1970-71 during the 

Vietnam war.  He served with the 173d Airborne 

Brigade as an infantryman, after which he was 

reassigned to the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, 

NC following a bout with drug-resistant malaria.  In 

1973, he was honorably discharged with the rank of 

sergeant.  During a break in service, he attended college 

at the University of Arkansas in Monticello and married 

Elizabeth Mackall.  In 1977, he enlisted again in the 

Army and was assigned to the 4th Infantry Division 

(Mechanized) as a Private First Class, re-earning his 

sergeant's stripes in 1979.  That same year, he 

volunteered for Ranger School, and after graduation, was 

reassigned to the 2nd Ranger Battalion at Fort Lewis, 

WA. 
 

Gene McKinney  
McKinney was the 10th Sergeant  

Major of the Army (SMA) of the  

United States, serving from July  

1995 to October 1997.  He was the  

first and to date the only African- 

American to reach that rank in the  

United States Army.  McKinney  

was the only Sergeant Major of the  

Army to resign.  In 1998, he was court-martialed on a 

variety of charges including sexual harassment and 

obstruction of justice.  He was convicted and demoted to 

the rank of Master Sergeant.  Gene C. McKinney was 

born in Monticello, Florida on November 3, 1950.  He is 

one of five brothers, all of whom served in the Army. 

One served as an officer; one retired as a master 

sergeant; another served in Vietnam; and an identical 

twin, Command Sergeant Major James C. McKinney. 

He enlisted in the United States Army in August 1968, 

and completed OSUT as an Infantryman at Fort 

Benning, Georgia.  From 1969-1970, he saw combat in 

Vietnam with the 173d Airborne Brigade.   

 

- - - - - - - 
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Veterans Spurned 
 

Vietnam veterans had severe  
psychological problems for many  
years after returning Stateside.  But  
to what extent did public reaction  
to the war exacerbate the problem? 

 

any returning veterans  
have had problems of  
adjustment into civilian  

society.  It has not been unusual for men to feel that 
their sacrifices have not been sufficiently appreciated, 
nor to experience psychological problems long after the 
end of their service.  
     After World War I, the number of disability awards to 
former British servicemen increased significantly 
between 1921 and 1929 because many psychological 
scars did not become apparent for some years.  
Nevertheless, there was something different about 
Vietnam. 
     Of the 3,402,100 US servicemen who served in 
Southeast Asia between 1964 and 1973, some 
2,594,000 served within the borders of South Vietnam.  
About 80 per cent made a successful transition to 
civilian life, but there was still an unusually high 
proportion of veterans who were not so easily 
assimilated.  Possibly as many as 700,000 veterans 
developed some symptoms of what was officially 
accepted in 1980 as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), a condition similar to that described as shell 
shock in World War I and as battle fatigue in World War 
II.  About 10 percent were diagnosed as  
suffering from the disorder itself. 
     However, while the nature of the war 
contributed to the development of such  
psychological problems, many difficulties also  
stemmed from the widespread feeling on the  
part of all veterans that they were being forced  
ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǳƛƭǘΣ ƻǊ  
shame, or humiliation.  There was no official 
homecoming beyond the welcome from family  
or friends and, even then, there might be little  
real understanding or sympathy. 
     One veteran, who later became Lieutenant  
Governor of Massachusetts, recalled waking up  
yelling while on a domestic flight soon after  
returning home;  

 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜngers moved away from 
me ς a reaction I noticed more and more in 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
a shit about the guys coming back, or what 
ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎƻƴŜ through.  The feeling toward 
ǘƘŜƳ ǿŀǎΣ Ψ{ǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜ 
ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ brought back 
ŦǊƻƳ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳΦΩέ 
     Although many veterans were aware of the hostility 
towards the war amongst the US public, few were 
prepared for the level of hostility directed towards 
themselves.  Some joined the anti-war movement, 
possibly seeking a kind of emotional catharsis for their 
guilt feelings as well as approval and acceptance.  Many 
waited years for the understanding they craved, a 
process that has been assisted in no small way by the 
unveiling of the Vietnam VŜǘŜǊŀƴΩs Memorial (paid for 
by public subscription and not government funds) in 
Washington in November 1982 and the new readiness 
of Americans to come to terms with their past. 

 

(Source:  NAM The Vietnam Experience 1965-1975) 

 

A Vietnam Vet 
άbŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ L was a 
Vietnam vet.  One day while walking through the 
terminal at Los Angeles International Airport, decked 
out in business suit and tie while carrying a briefcase, a 
loud noise went off to my rear.  I immediately found 
myself in the prone position on the terminal floor.  A 
lady and little boy were standing nearby, and I heard the 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ[ƻƻƪ aƻƳƳƛŜΣΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΧΦǿŜƭƭΣ 
ǘƻŘŀȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŦŀǎǘΦέ  Ed 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vietnam vets in group, coming to terms with their war. 
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VA NEWS  

 

Redesigned Transition 

Assistance Program Announced 
July 23, 2012  
 

WASHINGTON -- Today President  

Obama announced the launch of the  

redesigned Transition Assistance  

Program developed by an interagency  

team from the Departments of Defense,  

Veterans Affairs, Labor, Education, and  

Homeland Security as well as the Office  

of Personnel and Management and the Small Business 

Administration. 
 

The revamped program, called Transition GPS, is the 

first major overhaul of the transition assistance program 

for military members in nearly twenty years.  The effort 

began in response to a call from President Obama in 

August 2011 to ensure all service members are ñcareer 

readyò when they leave the military. 
 

ñI applaud the leadership of President Obama to bring 

together government agencies around the goal of 

enhancing career opportunities for service members," 

said Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta.  "Our 

personnel have developed extraordinary technical 

expertise and world-class leadership skills that are in 

high demand.  Transition GPS will help military 

members apply their experience to additional training, 

formal education, and develop successful civilian 

careers.ò 
 

ñOne of our fundamental responsibilities as a 

government is to properly prepare and support those 

serving in our military so they are career ready as they 

transition back into civilian life.  With this new initiative, 

we can better ensure veterans receive the care, benefits 

and employment services they have earned,ò said 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  ñThis 

collaborative effort will have an impact well beyond this 

current generation of individuals returning from 

combat.ò 
 

VA Announces New Grants to 

Help End Veterans Homelessness 
July 17, 2012  
 

Initiative Targets 42,000 Homeless and  

At-Risk Vets and Families  
 

WASHINGTON ï Secretary of Veterans  

Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced today the award of 

nearly $100 million in grants that will  

help approximately 42,000 homeless and at-risk 

Veterans and their families.  The grants are going to 151 

community agencies in 49 states, the District of 

Columbia and Puerto Rico. 
 

ñWe are committed to ending Veteran homelessness in 

America,ò said Shinseki.  ñThese grants will help VA 

and community organizations reach out and prevent at-

risk Veterans from losing their homes.ò 
 

Under the Supportive Services for Veteran Families 

program, VA is awarding grants to private non-profit 

organizations and consumer cooperatives that provide 

services to very low-income Veteran families living in -- 

or transitioning to -- permanent housing.  Those 

community organizations provide a range of services 

that promote housing stability among eligible very low 

income Veteran families. 
 

Under the grants, homeless providers will offer Veterans 

and their family members outreach, case management, 

assistance in obtaining VA benefits and assistance in 

getting other public benefits.  Community-based groups 

can offer temporary financial assistance on behalf of 

Veterans for rent payments, utility payments, security 

deposits and moving costs. 
 

This is the programôs second year.  Last year, VA 

provided about $60 million to assist 22,000 Veterans and 

family members.  In 2009, President Obama and 

Secretary Shinseki announced the federal governmentôs 

goal to end Veteran homelessness by 2015.  The grants 

are intended to help accomplish that goal.  According to 

the 2011 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to 

Congress, homelessness among Veterans has declined 

12 percent since January 2010. 
 

Through the homeless Veterans initiative, VA 

committed $800 million in FY 2011 to strengthen 

programs that prevent and end homelessness among 

Veterans.  VA provides a range of services to homeless 

Veterans, including health care, housing, job training, 

and education. 
 

More information about VAôs homeless programs is 

available on the Internet at www.va.gov/homeless 

Details about the Supportive Services for Veteran 

Families program are online at 

www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp.  
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SIN CITY 

Where could you get a  

massage and buy dope  

on the streets?  In  

downtown Saigon,  

thatôs where. 
 

 

 

 

 

y the end of 1966, Saigon had become as 

worn-out and corrupt as a blowsy old 

hooker, dolled up in new chrome and 

plastic.  Back in 1965, it had the freshness 

of a southern French town, with stuccoed 

buildings in pastel shades of buff and cream, 

tiled roofs and gaily painted shuttered windows.  

The city was then still recovering from the post-

Diem period when Diemôs sister-in-law, Madame 

Nhu, had banned all forms of licentiousness, 

including The Twist.  A spate of guerrilla 

bombings, like that on the floating My Cahn 

restaurant, meant that a night curfew had been 

enforced upon the US military and Vietnamese 

civilians.  Night-life flourished, but compared to 

its later flowerings it was still a limited affair. 
 

The bars opened soon after the siesta hour and did their 

business until 11 oôclock.  Then it was Cinderella time, 

with the Saigon Cowboys (the pimps) collecting their 

painted charges on souped-up scooters and Honda 50s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There remained two sophisticated night clubs with floor 

shows, music and dancing ï the Arc en Ciel, and 

Maximos.  Diners had a choice of over a dozen 

restaurants, ranging from cheap Vietnamese cafes to 

three-star Michelins.  Much of the night-life was 

controlled by the Union Corse (French Mafia) and  

Chinese Tongs (secret societies) who in turn were 

obliged to pay tribute to the Vietnamese masters of the  

moment.  The black marked flourished.  You could buy 

anything or (virtually) anybody. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A street in Saigon, Paris of the Orient, 1965 
 

The few thousand American advisors and helicopter 

crewmen were easily absorbed into the city, many only 

getting short furloughs to town from the boonies.  The  

bars tended to cater separately to one group of military, 

and as the volume of men swelled, they followed their 

predecessors to the watering holes.  The Sporting Bar on 

Tu Do, the main high street, was initially a Green Beret 

haunt, possibly one of the raunchiest.  Later on it became 

a Lurp and hard-core bar.  

 
(continuedé.) 
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WHILE BACK AT CAMP ZINN in Bien Hoa between ops, a few of us were  

fortunate to occasionally score a one or two-day pass to Saigon.  For those of you  

who did, the report below will sound very familiar.  (Photos added)  I had arrived  

Zinn sometime around mid-December ô65, and had heard about the sin going on in  

nearby Bien Hoa and downtown Saigon, and was looking forward to learning more  

about it and contributing my part to the local economy in those cities.  In late  

December, still having not been on a mission, I was riding shotgun on a deuce heading  

out of camp to collect water somewhere.  As we stopped at the main gate we saw a  

guy walking toward us wearing a green beret.  ñThatôs my brother!ò I yelled to the  

driver.  Bob had heard I was in-country and caught a flight from Da Nang to come  

down to see me.  Even though still a cherry, in more ways than one, the duty sergeant  

pulled me off the water truck and gave me a day pass to Saigon!  Hey, this war stuff  

ainôt so bad.  Hereôs a photo of the Sneaky Pete and his Sky Soldier kid brother before  

heading out to win hearts and minds in the Paris of the Orient.  On his third tour with  

the Forces, Bob would later contribute one of his eyes to the war effort, taken by a  

sharp-shooting NVA near Dak To.   Ed                                                                               Bob & Smitty at Zinn, December ó65 

The author, Tim 

Page, operated out 

of Saigon while 

covering the war 

as a photo-

journalist for 

LIFE magazine.  

Here he recounts 

his early 

impressions of a 

once sleepy 

colonial city. 
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Famous Tu Du Street in Saigon             (Photo by Tom Briggs) 
 

In theory at least, it was forbidden to enter Saigon in 

jungle gear or ócamisô ï camouflage fatigues.  It was also 

against the regulations to pack a weapon unless you 

were an officer there on duty and could carry a sidearm.  

The Special Forces and country team guys blatantly 

disobeyed the rule, plainly uncomfortable without their 

pet UZIs, CARs, Swedish Ks, M16s. sawn-off thumpers 

or whatever.  The Saigon-based Military Police, whose 

forlorn task it was to enforce in-town regulations on the 

bars, would come into the dark, long rooms and accost 

boonie-rats in camis, their weapons on the bar, topless 

hookers draped across their knees.  But if they tried to 

confiscate the weapons and arrest the guys for not being 

in A1 service dress, they got a leveled weapon, safety 

off, and a cheerful óFuck Offô in return.  A regular stand 

off aô la OK Corral.  The MPs usually backed off. 
 

I sat once, drinking with a fellow photographer Sean 

Flynn and members of the Cai Cai A Team, up from the 

Delta, when in walked the MPs.  They accosted the 

weapons sergeant, Marachek, who was smoking an 

opium-painted joint, rapping to us, and fondling a young 

thing.  Ourt beers were on the bar and we were perched 

on the vinyl-topped stools.  The MP tapped Marachek on 

the shoulder and mumbled about weapons and camis.  

Marachek eased himself up to his massive six foot two, 

turned around, unzipped his tiger suit pants, withdrew 

his cock and proceeded to stir his Ba me Ba (33) beer 

with it.  The mamasan and girls burst into shrieks of 

appreciative laughter and the MPs made an embarrassed 

exit.  The other team members had only casually stirred 

from their booths, their ladiesô heads bobbing in their 

laps, to show their support for their main man. 
 

The bars that catered to the hip GIs ran a service of 

ready-rolled joints, or cigarettes painted discretely with 

opium and kept in a jar under the counter.  You could 

find a couple in the vicinity of any BEQ (Bachelor 

Enlisted Quarters).  Out near Tan Son Nhut airbase, 

there was a whole sub-strip of massage parlors, truck 

washes fronting ósteam and creamô joints and acid-age 

bars, replete with day-glo posters, ultra-violet lights and 

pulsating rock music. 
 

Prostitution was no new thing in Saigon.  The French 

had both legalized and profited from it, monopolizing a 

civilized system of military brothels.  The Vietnamese 

Army continued the habit, often allowing women to 

travel with the troops when not occupying the post 

barracks and frontier forts.  At Dien Bien Phu in 1964, 

North African and Vietnamese hookers had become 

nurses and frontline fighters as the Viet Minh encircled 

and then destroyed the base. 
 

In downtown Saigon only money mattered and the prices 

soon went up for a massage and a quickie, the clientele 

being naïve out-of-towners or officers.  The works could 

set a man back $10. Green, or 15 in MSC (Military 

Script Currency), and to lure a bar girl out of her den for 

a liaison you had to buy her out.  That is, you had to buy 

the estimated amount of Saigon teas she would have 

consumed in her absenceé. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

é.You always paid the mamasan, and whatever the girl 

wanted was up to you to negotiate on top of the number 

of óteasô she had knocked back.  She got a cut of these 

takings and occasionally you would meet one that 

actually had liquor in her glass, not coke or teaé 
 

(continuedé.) 

 
2/503d VIETNAM Newsletter / September 2012 ɀ Issue 45 

Page 12 of 64  

 

This was a song many of us would learn as we were 

winning those hearts and minds.   Ed 
 

I love you.  

You love me. 

You buy me Saigon Tea? 

50 P 
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éThere were always the hard core who turned on to 

dope too.  The Bluebird, below our apartment on Tu Du, 

had an infamous reputation and the passage beside it 

harboured dirty-picture sellers as well as junk touts. 

The black guys tended to segregate themselves with their 

music and had established a separate quarter behind the 

docks in Canh Hoi.  Generally it was not cool, as a 

white, to go over there.  Those who did, found a soul sin 

city, the air thick with primo Cambodian Red marijuana 

and the rooms reverberating to the beat of James Brown, 

Wilson Pickett, and The Temptations.  The bar girls 

there could really move, and there was a predominance 

of darker Khmer ladies in the dank back rooms.  It was 

easy to score the illicit in Canh Hoi, although most of the 

sidewalk cigarette sellers would carry ready-rolled joints 

alongside regular US and Viet brands.  You could buy a 

carton of your favourite brand where all the cigarettes 

had been carefully emptied and reloaded with herb, a 

pinch of tobacco artfully placed next to the filter and at 

the tip.  Perfect party camouflage at a buck a pack, tax 

seal intact. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Saigon bar girl greets a passing U.S. soldier on Tu Du 

Street in downtown Saigon.  ñI love you long time, G.I.ò 
 

The corruption of Saigon was completed by the building 

of multi-story military quarters, requiring endless service 

industries.  The traditional cafes swung to providing 

burgers, fries and milkshakes.  Tailor shops sprung up 

on every block, running up mufti safari suits, while curio 

stores knocked out desk name-plates, mounted unit 

insignias and endless nick-nack souvenirs.  The black 

market blossomed, supplying the nouveau riche of the 

city, hairspray being a number one item, straight from 

the commissary shelves.  You could order a fridge, a 

jeep or a case of panty-hose by mail order before it even 

entered the docks. 
 

 

 

Neon lights and hard cash 
 

Neon lights went up, announcing the coming of the 

West, and bouffant girls in miniskirts tottered self-

consciously amongst the graceful Saigon women.  The 

ranks of the working ladies were swelled fly the flood of 

refugees from the embattled countryside.  Deserters and 

dodgers went underground, flourishing on the black tide 

of goods.  The traffic was overloaded by thousands of 

50cc Suzukis, Bridgestones, Yamahas and Hondas.  

Trucks fought the diminutive four-door Renault 4 cabs 

for road space.  Jeeps blasted through the lot, ploughing 

room for official Ford sedans. 
 

In early 1965, STROLLING IN Saigon had been like 

walking in Avignon.  But there were only 17,000 

Americans in-country at that time.  By 1967 there were 

almost half a million.  50,000 who called Saigon home.  

They came replete with TV and radio stations, wallets 

full of hard cash, insatiable libidos and one of the worst 

forms of clap known to mankind ï the Heinz 57 variety, 

for which there was no known cure, just an endless drip.  

And with the rapid passing of their youth, the old Saigon 

faded behind a ferro-concrete-clad smile and endless 

concertinas of barbed wire. 
 

Source: 
 

[NAM, The Vietnam Experience 1966-75, by Tim Page & John Pimlott] 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

But for most of us, there was the Mekong Delta, the 

ñDò Zone jungles, the rubber tree plantations, the 

Central Highlands, and the hills at Dak To. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saigon, after  

Tet offensive 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ho Chi Minh City, 2012 
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~ Famous People Who Served in the Military ~ 
   

Gene Autry was a film actor, singer, and professional 

baseball team owner.  When World War II broke out, he 

was determined to join the armed forces and do his part.  

On July 26, 1942, during a live broadcast of his radio 

show Melody Ranch and at the Pentagon's request, he 

was inducted into the Army Air Forces as a Technical 

Sergeant. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gene Autry (above) being sworn in as Flight Officer by 

Capt. Herb Dailey, on 21 June 1944 in Love Field, TX. 
 

Martin Balsam , a Hollywood  

actor was born November 4,  

1919 and died from heart failure  

on February 13, 1996.  He is  

known for his Oscar-winning  

role as Arnold Burns in A  

Thousand Clowns and his role  

as Detective Milton Arbogast in  

Psycho.  He attended DeWitt Clinton High School, 

where he participated in the drama club.  He studied at 

the Dramatic Workshop of The New School in New 

York with the influential German director Erwin 

Piscator and then served in the United States Army Air 

Forces during World War II . 

 
Boxcar Willie  was born in Sterratt,  

Texas, as Lecil Travis Martin on  

September 1, 1931 and died April  

12, 1999.  He was an American  

country music singer, who sang in  

the "old-time hobo" music style,  

complete with dirty face, overalls,  

and a floppy hat.  "Boxcar Willie"  

was originally a character in a ballad  

he wrote, but he later adopted it as his own stage name.  

Martin joined the United States Air Force in 1949, and 

served as a pilot and flight engineer for the B-29 Super 

Fortress during the Korean War in the early 1950s.  In 

1962, he was still in the Air Force and had been flying 

daily missions.  He later became a Flight Engineer on 

KC-97L aircraft in the 136th ARW in the Texas Air 

National Guard, including air refueling flights around 

the USA and overseas in Germany.  In 1976, Martin left 

the Air Force and became a full-time performer. 
 

Charles Bronson, a Hollywood  

actor was born November 3, 1921  

and died August 30, 2003.  He was  

born Charles Dennis Buchinsky of  

Polish and Lithuanian background.  

He starred in films such as Once  

Upon a Time in the West, The  

Magnificent Seven, The Dirty  

Dozen, The Great Escape, Rider  

on the Rain, The Mechanic, and  

the Death Wish series.  He was often cast in the role of a 

police officer or gunfighter, often in revenge-oriented 

plot lines.  His family was so poor that, at one time, he 

reportedly had to wear his sister's dress to school 

because he had nothing else to wear.  In 1943, Bronson 

enlisted in the United States Army Air Forces and served 

as an aerial gunner in the 760th Flexible Gunnery 

Training Squadron, and in 1945 as a B-29 Superfortress 

crewman with the 39th Bombardment Group based on 

Guam.  He was awarded a Purple Heart for wounds 

received during his service.  
 

George Walker Bush was born  

July 6, 1946.  He is an American  

politician and businessman who  

was the 43rd President of the  

United States from 2001 to 2009  

and the 46th Governor of Texas  

from 1995 to 2000.  In May 1968,  

Bush was commissioned into  

the Texas Air National Guard.   

After two years of active-duty  

service while training, he was  

assigned to Houston, flying Convair F-102s with the 

147th Reconnaissance Wing out of Ellington Field Joint 

Reserve Base.  In late 1972 and early 1973, he drilled 

with the 187th Fighter Wing of the Alabama Air 

National Guard, having moved to Montgomery, 

Alabama to work on the unsuccessful U.S. Senate 

campaign of Republican Winton M. Blount.  In 1972, 

Bush was suspended from flying for failure to take a 

scheduled physical exam.  He was honorably discharged 

from the Air Force Reserve on November 21, 1974.  

 
 

(continuedé.) 
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George Denis Patrick Carlin  was born May 12, 1937 

and died June 22, 2008.  He was an American stand-up 

comedian, social critic, satirist, actor and writer/author, 

who won five Grammy Awards for his comedy albums.  

George Carlin dropped out of high school and later 

joined the US Air Force, where he was court-martialled 

three times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñI don't like words that hide the truth.  I don't like words 

that conceal reality.  I don't like euphemisms, or 

euphemistic language.  And American English is loaded 

with euphemisms. 
 

Cause Americans have a lot of trouble dealing with 

reality.  Americans have trouble facing the truth, so they 

invent the kind of a soft language to protect themselves 

from it, and it gets worse with every generation.  For 

some reason, it just keeps getting worse.  I'l l give you an 

example of that. 
 

There's a condition in combat.  Most people know about 

it.  It's when a fighting person's nervous system has been 

stressed to its absolute peak and maximum.  Can't take 

any more input.  The nervous system has either (click) 

snapped or is about to snap. 
 

In the first world war, that condition was called shell 

shock.  Simple, honest, direct language.  Two syllables, 

shell shock.  Almost sounds like the guns themselves. 
 

That was seventy years ago.  Then a whole generation 

went by and the second world war came along and very 

same combat condition was called battle fatigue.  Four 

syllables now.  Takes a little longer to say.  Doesn't seem 

to hurt as much.  Fatigue is a nicer word than shock. 

Shell shock!  Battle fatigue. 
 

Then we had the war in Korea, 1950.  Madison avenue 

was riding high by that time, and the very same combat 

condition was called operational exhaustion.  Hey, we're 

up to eight syllables now!  And the humanity has been 

squeezed completely out of the phrase.  It's totally sterile 

now.  Operational exhaustion.  Sounds like something 

that might happen to your car. 
 

Then of course, came the war in Viet Nam, which has 

only been over for about sixteen or seventeen years, and 

thanks to the lies and deceits surrounding that war, I 

guess it's no surprise that the very same condition was 

called post-traumatic stress disorder.  Still eight 

syllables, but we've added a hyphen!  And the pain is 

completely buried under jargon.  Post-traumatic stress 

disorder. 
 

I'll bet you if we'd of still been calling it shell shock, 

some of those Viet Nam veterans might have gotten the 

attention they needed at the time.  I'll betcha.  I'll 

betcha.ò 

~ George Carlin 
 

Clerow ñFlipò Wilson Jr.  
was born December 8, 1933,  

in Jersey City, New Jersey,  

and died from liver cancer  

on November 25, 1988.   

Wilson had 17 brothers and  

sisters; and was sent into the  

foster care system.  At 16,  

he lied about his age and  

joined the United States Air  

Force.  During his time in  

the service he was sent to  

military bases to cheer up  

the service men there.   

Wilsonôs barrack mates claimed that he was always 

ñflipped outò and gave him his nickname, Flip.  Wilson 

was discharged in 1954 as an Airman First Class.  An 

American comedian, he was the first black comic to 

transcend race lines with his own TV variety show using 

material that was universally funny to everyone 

regardless of race, gender or nationality.  Wilson hosted 

TV's first successful black variety show, "The Flip 

Wilson Show," 1970-1974. winning two Emmys on 

5/09/1971, and a Grammy. 
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~ 2/503 Sky Soldiers Extraordinaire ~  
 

ͯ 'ÁÒÙ Ȱ#ÁÐȱ 0ÒÉÓË ͯ 
 

Gary Prisk was born in  

Phoenix, Arizona in 1943,  

and it was reported he was  

more inclined to throw a  

four-seam rock than study.   

His kindergarten teacher  

wrote the following on the back of his report card: 

"Would you please start Gary for school earlier so he 

won't be tardy so often." 
 

Gary and his family moved to Bremerton, Washington, a 

Navy blue-jacket town where his father went to school.  

His dad, an officer during WWII, would serve on Field 

Marshall Montgomeryôs staff.  Gary played baseball and 

tennis, worked in construction, and graduated high 

school with less than average grades, extremely high 

scores on the SAT's, and no plan. 
 

He states memories of Sunday dinners, his father's den, 

and a clatter of colorful bits of advice led Gary to war, 

armed with an irreverent black humorðthat and little 

regard for authority.  The sudden death of his father 

allowed instants of sudden hatred he used to hone his 

leadership skills, and which he drew on to lead men in 

combat years later as the commanding officer of Charlie 

Company 2/503d.  Garyôs older brother, Col. Court 

Prisk, served in Vietnam as the commander of the 173d 

Airborneôs C Battery, 3/319
th
 Artillery. 

 

Rejecting the Army's call to return to Vietnam, Gary 

resigned his regular army commission and returned to 

the University of Washington earning a second 

engineering degree, an MBA, and being accepted into 

the doctoral studies program in finance.  He suspended 

his doctoral studies after his thesis committee rejected 

his proposals.  Gary returned to working in construction 

after he realized he spent most of each day expecting to 

be ambushed.  Working outside, ñI could better check 

my perimeter.ò 
 

ñCap,ò as he is affectionately addressed by the men he 

led in combat, refers to his soldiers as ñThe Hill People.ò   

Having talked with a number of those óPeopleô, we 

learned it is clear, to this day they would follow him to 

the gates of Hell, and beyond. 
 

Gary is the author of Digger Dogface Brownjob Grunt, 

an award winning fictional tale based on fact of the 173d 

Airborne during the Vietnam War.  
 

 

 
 

ͯ ,ÏÕÉÓ !Ȣ Ȱ:ÕÃȱ Zucco ~ 
 

Louis A. Zucco was born  

in Yuba City, California  

on July 5, 1948.  He  

joinedthe army at 17.  He  

did Basic Training at  

Fort Polk, Louisiana,  

Advanced Infantry  

Training at Fort Gordon, Georgia, and Jump School at 

Fort Benning, Georgia. 
 

Louie was assigned to B Company, 1/325, 82
nd

 Airborne 

Division as a M-60 gunner.   
 

Upon arrival in Vietnam on June 1, 1967, Louie was 

assigned to 2/503 H&H Company Recon.  He remained 

with Recon until ñDò Company was formed where he 

stayed until DEROS, May 26, 1968. 
 

ñAs a cherry being broke in on point, Recon was sent 

out to link up with ñAò Company.  We discovered the 

base camp of the 174
th
 NVA Regiment.  The next 

morning we were told to go back.  ñAò Company was 

already deep in battle.  Recon was sent back up after the 

battle and began searching for the 174
th
 NVA Regiment.  

They vanished!!  The óAô Company CO told us he didnôt 

need Recon there anymore.ò 
 

Five months later, November 19, 1967, Louie found 

them on Hill 875.  For five days he found them, and was 

informed after that, this was the end of The Battle for 

Dak To. 
 

Louie was one of the troopers featured and interviewed 

for the documentary, The Battle at Dak To ï Hill 875, 

which can often be seen on the Military Channel. 
 

On May 26, 1968, as a Sergeant E-5, Louie was 

honorably discharged from the Army.  He was awarded 

the Parachutist Badge, the Purple Heart, ARCOM and 

Combat Infantrymanôs Badge. 
 

During his professional career Louie worked in 

construction and as an ex-pat in Israel, Egypt, Venezuela 

and Papua New Guinea, and lived in Portugal and Spain 

between assignments.  He later served as Apprenticeship 

Coordinator for the Cement Masonôs Union of Southern 

California. 
 

He was quoted as saying, ñEvery day since November 

19, 1967, ñI climb Hill 875.ò  
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